
                                                                      

Doing your own sampling for the Seed Test 

The level of sampling required will depend on the situation in each paddock. 

Usually seeds will be collected from suspect areas that show up as weed patches in the paddock. 
This is where the weeds appear to have survived the herbicide. A similar number of seeds will be 
collected from each plant. Collecting seeds from a small number of plants will bias the samples and 
might skew the results. 

Alternatively, if resistance is widespread a 'W'-shaped collect pattern will be followed every 20-50 m 
across the suspected paddock or problem area. 

When collecting seeds after the paddock has been harvested, we look between the stubble rows for 
plants or alternatively from get seed from the header screenings.  

Dry seeds can be sent in paper envelopes or bags but NOT in a plastic bag or similar packaging. They 
will go mouldy affecting their ability to germinate. 

How many seeds? 

Ryegrass: a full handful of heads or one cup of clean seed 

Wild oats/ Wild radish/ Barley Grass/ Brome: an A4 sized envelope with seed heads. 

Turnip Weed, Barnyard grass: 2 tablespoons of seed. 

Mustards and other fine seed: 2 teaspoons of seed. 

Sufficient seed needs to be collected and sent otherwise the number of tests will be limited. The 
more herbicides you want tested the more seed you need to send. Sending more seed is better than 
not enough. 

What to expect 

• AGRONOMO / Plant Science Consulting will acknowledge receipt of your sample(s) either 
direct or via your nominated agent / adviser. 

• As most weed seeds have a dormancy period testing does not begin until February. Tests 
take 8-10 weeks to complete with tests sown every 2-3 weeks. Results may be delayed in 
samples with poor germination. 

• If the results are required for pre season planning it is essential that samples are sent prior to 
mid January, to allow enough time for the test to be carried out, and results returned. 

• Initial results will be released to you or via your local agronomist as soon as they are available 
and then the detailed report sent as soon as possible after that with your invoice. 


